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Spuren eines exhumierten Friedhofs

WWII camps in Bremen-Oslebshausen - by james Nnamd tamps soe e 2, 198 ,,
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During WWII (1939 — 1945), several types of camps were set up all over German-occupied territories by the Nazis for va- , 2 LI %l ' :,‘('
rious purposes. More than ever in the history of mankind, there was an extensive network of organised persecutions and N — TR GO pr
forceful incarcerations of several millions of people. S S AN @ﬁ’*é‘fr“ , f 5

. ) i e eSS (LT BN amp east of Wiehenstrae (Weserflug
Between 1940 and 1945, four camps were set up in the southern half of the horseshoe-curved railway tracks that current- SR AR el (NS S AN L BT ST TR
’ . I ’ . 1 ’ o ’ : %\ ; \ ..-'.n"' .': ‘-l > Q 'E:;’ S ‘."' ' . t“. L
ly serve as Oslebshausen’s western frontier to Grambke. Against today’s Oslebshauser Heerstral3e; the Prisoners’ of war o KRGS A R NG MOsIebshauser HeerstraBe
(PoW) camp, the camp east of Wiehenstralde (Weserflug), the camp west of Wiehenstral3e (AG Weser), and camp Gramb- b st ot L WP RN ﬂ -

ker Muhle (Figure 1). The ldentified military-related structures including the four camps, a cemetery, 2 pairs of two buildings
each at the western and south-western exit points, and the interior sandy fields made up what is referred to as the 4-camps
zone which measured about 420,000 sg. m.
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before March Even though .I|V|ng Condl_tlons n a_” the camps were bad, Figure I:A reconstruction of the PoW camp’s layout based on written and vi-
1945 there were slight but noticeable differences between the sual sources (Modified from State archive)
two types of camps in the 4-camps zone. Forced labourers
had better pay, better food rations, and the ability to at- A
tend cultural activities organized by the Nazi community
Kraft durch Freude (Strength through Joy).
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Soviet Barrack The FLC east of Wiehenstrale

Splinter trench Measuring about 30,000 sq. m., the camp which belon-
oo ged to the aircraft company Weser Flugzeugbau Gesell-
PoW Camp schaft m. b. H housed both forced and PoW labourers
who all worked at Weserflug (Figure 3). In autumn 1944,

the camp was bombarded and there are no indications of
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Figure 2:A reconstruction of the 4-cams ione (Modified from Sfate archive Bremen) a further occupation of the camp following the bombard- :ceﬂ?; 3:!
ment. Splinter trench

The Prisonor of war camp (PoW) —
Officially known as Kriegsgefangenen-Arbeitskommando 1237, A 50 100m
the camp (Figure 2) was the first to be built in the area. From _ _ Mg
December 1940, it remained under the military jurisdiction of . o 7 _‘(;’ K " Camp east Figure 4:The camp was divided into three distinct sections (Modified from
Stalag XC Nienburg (Weser). The 5th Company of the Lan- . *tﬂ‘_‘ .J,;[' \ N o , 1 ,'f;.i.' of(vv;:::r.:::)se State Archive Bremen)
desschiitzen Battalion 679 was responsible for guarding and i’ ‘%‘ i NV : + %Y March 1945

managing the camp. At first, the camp was mainly occupied by b ¥ LWy : é; L L, & o The FLC Grambker Muhle (Figure 4) was built in early
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French PoW. While those of them who were under the juris- “,’s N o ke A e : S 1941 and the German Labour Front (DAF) was in charge of
diction of the senator for building were used for different pur- ' }\m, | il el g its administration. The condition of the camp was desolate
poses including farming, bunker construction, repair of air raid F N A “ L oade and furnishings were lacking. It housed male and female
' ° Fence foreign forced labourers who were mainly used for the re-
damages and waste sorting, the others workled at AG Weser : guard - | |g]c oreed u .wd.ffw t ,-; yftIJ3 .
and Weser-Flugzeugbau (Weserflug). Following the arrival of o We pair of air raid damages in different parts of Bremen. Some
600 Soviet PoW in October 1941, the camp was racially sec- : chiehjnstfaﬁlf of them would later work at Weserflug and Atlas Werke

tionalised based on the racial sentiments of the Nazis. Even Bremen. Mainly to avoid the “contamination” of German

| Camp perimeter

though living conditions in the camp were generally abysmal, it . | EPENER blood and encourage them to work harder, a brothel bar-
was even more terrible for the Soviets. Aside from the poor hy- L = {i yr rack was set up for the inmates next to the mill. The camp
gienic and feeding conditions, the PoW who were excessively ;;gure 3: A reconstruction of the camp’s layout (Modified 1;rom State Archive eventually got liberated in mid-April 1945.
involved in forced labour also lacked proper heating facilities. Bremen).
Many of the nearly 2000 PoW did not survive the persecution.
. . Spatial distribution of
The cemetery currently being excavated was originally meant _ —o -
STy CUITently being ginaty The FLC west of WiehenstraRe Mgmiad workplases
for the Soviets in this camp. _
Owned by AG Weser, the camp which
PR — measured about 29,000 sq. m. was ® = .
£ g W A | established in February 1941 (Figu- ‘
TP ¥ re 5). It is believed to have housed .
f’ e L™ nearly a thousand inmates who offe- 5 °
o e e d forced labour at the shipbuildi :
e e red forced labour at the shipbuilding g
(AG Weser) company AG Weser.
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March 1945 The PoW who were directly under -
. . N\
the administration of the senator for
® Central access building were mostly involved in the
; E;‘;f‘ence construction of civilian bunkers in the A
® GCuard bamack neighbourhood. Some others were >
® Splinter trench used for railway track construction, ®  Bunkers
® Storage . . ) AG Weser
» TEEEIE waste retrieval, the construction of ® Atlas Werke
—. Camp perimeter new houses and clearance of air raid ® Weserf
_ , 0 0.75  1.5km esenidg
. iy damages. Some were as well repor- | | | @ Railway constr.
g " “ 4 o tedly deployed to farms, fields, and P () 4-camps zone
e : vegetable and summer gardens all . o ‘
Figure 5:The camp was most likely divided into two sections (Modified from State in Bremen. Figure 6.The spatial distribution of known workplaces suggests that there was a deliberate effort to de-
Archive Bremen) ploy the prisoners in the immediate locality ((Modified from OpenStreetMap contributors)
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